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Within the Cotswold AONB. Boundary alteration (extension notified 18 December 1991).

Reasons for Notification:

Introduction

One of a series of unimproved Jurassic limestone grassland sites found along the Cotswold
Scarp. It lies immediately south of Cheltenham and differs from many of the Cotswold
Scarp grasslands in having a predominantly north-facing aspect. The site includes former
guarry faces and vegetated quarry spoil and is of biological and geological interest.

Biology

A range of habitats are present including unimproved calcareous grassland, scrub,
woodland, scree slopes and cliff faces. The most important and extensive feature is the
grassland. This mainly consists of a tall ungrazed sward dominated by tor-grass
Brachypodium pinnaturand upright brom8romus erectusiith meadow oat-grass
Avenula pratensjsweet vernal-gragsnthoxanthum odoratumrand quaking grafdriza
media Herb species present include salad buBasiguisorba mingrcommon rock-rose
Helianthemum nummulariuand common bird’s-foot-trefollotus corniculatusOn old
quarry floor areas and former workings a shorter herb rich sward occurs with wild thyme
Thymus praecgxdwarf thistleCirsium acauleyellow-wortBlackstonia perfoliatand

autumn gentiaentianella amarella

The grassland flora includes many plants which are scarce or local at a national or county
level. These include fly orchi@phrys insectiferapurple milk-vetchAstragalus danicus

and the nationally scarce musk orchierminium monorchidt is also one of only four
Gloucestershire sites for the rare meadow @alyia pratensis

There is extensive scrub development over parts of the site. Two principal types of scrub
may be distinguished: mixed broadleaf scrub dominated by haw@natmegus monogyna
with blackthornPrunus spinosand wild roséRosasp.; and gorse scrub consisting of
gorseUlex europaeusvith occasional pockets of aBhaxinus excelsioregeneration. The
scrub provides a food source and habitat for nesting birds such as meaddéwthiyst
pratensisand grasshopper warblencustella naeviagalso shelter for invertebrates and

small mammals.



An element of both broad-leaved and coniferous woodland occurs, including stands of
mature beeckagus sylvaticasecondary ash woodland on scree slopes, Qarglus
avellanacoppice and conifer plantations. This adds a woodland component to the flora with
local species such as ivy broomr&p®banche hederaevhite helleborin€€ephalanthera
damasoniumand greater butterfly-orchilatanthera chloranth@resent.

The site supports a variety of insects with a total of 33 species of butterfly recorded
including small blueCupido minimuschalkhill blueLysandra coridorthe uncommon duke
of burgundy fritillaryHamearis lucinaand pearl-bordered fritillarioloria euphrosyne
One species of hoverfly that has been recoideptarthus brevirostrigs nationally scarce.

The site has a strong population of the addpera berus

Geology

The Leckhampton quarries provide the thickest single cross-section through the Middle
Jurassic, Inferior Oolite strata of the Cotswolds. Leckhampton has been the subject of
inumerable published geological accounts in the last one hundred and fifty years and, in
addition to its research interest, provides an educational locality of the first order. Strata
totalling sixty metres in thickness are exposed, including elements of the Lower, Middle
and Upper Inferior Oolite. These large outcrops are invaluable to the student of
palaeontology or the sedimentology of limestones and for studies of ancient environments
as a whole. These are nationally important exposures vital to Jurassic research and
education.



